Déja Vu: The Final Chase

1. Shmuel |, Chapter 26
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1 And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying: 'Doth not David hide himself in the hill of Hachilah, which
is before Jeshimon?' 2 Then Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand
chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. 3 And Saul pitched in the hill of
Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon, by the way. But David abode in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul
came after him into the wilderness. 4 David therefore sent out spies, and understood that Saul was come of a
certainty. 5 And David arose, and came to the place where Saul had pitched; and David beheld the place
where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his host; and Saul lay within the barricade, and the
people pitched round about him. 6 Then answered David and said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai the
son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying: 'Who will go down with me to Saul to the camp?' And Abishai said: 'l
will go down with thee.' 7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night; and, behold, Saul lay sleeping
within the barricade, with his spear stuck in the ground at his head; and Abner and the people lay round about
him. 8 Then said Abishai to David: '‘God hath delivered up thine enemy into thy hand this day; now therefore let
me smite him, | pray thee, with the spear to the earth at one stroke, and | will not smite him the second

time.' 9 And David said to Abishai: 'Destroy him not; for who can put forth his hand against the LORD'S
anointed, and be guiltless?'




10 And David said: 'As the LORD liveth, nay, but the LORD shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he
shall go down into battle, and be swept away. 11 The LORD forbid it me, that | should put forth my hand
against the LORD'S anointed; but now take, | pray thee, the spear that is at his head, and the cruse of water
and let us go.' 12 So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's head; and they got them away,
and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither did any awake; for they were all asleep; because a deep sleep from the
LORD was fallen upon them. 13 Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of the mountain
afar off; a great space being between them. 14 And David cried to the people, and to Abner the son of Ner,
saying: 'Answerest thou not, Abner?' Then Abner answered and said: 'Who art thou that criest to the king?'

15 And David said to Abner: 'Art not thou a valiant man? and who is like to thee in Israel? wherefore then hast
thou not kept watch over thy lord the king? for there came one of the people in to destroy the king thy

lord. 16 This thing is not good that thou hast done. As the LORD liveth, ye deserve to die, because ye have not
kept watch over your lord, the LORD'S anointed. And now, see, where the king's spear is, and the cruse of
water that was at his head.' 17 And Saul knew David's voice, and said: 'Is this thy voice, my son David?' And
David said: 'It is my voice, my lord, O king.' 18 And he said: 'Wherefore doth my lord pursue after his servant?
for what have | done? or what evil is in my hand? 19 Now therefore, | pray thee, let my lord the king hear the
words of his servant. If it be the LORD that hath stirred thee up against me, let Him accept an offering; but if it
be the children of men, cursed be they before the LORD,; for they have driven me out this day that | should not
cleave unto the inheritance of the LORD, saying: Go, serve other gods. 20 Now therefore, let not my blood fall
to the earth away from the presence of the LORD; for the king of Israel is come out to seek a single flea, as
when one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains.' 21 Then said Saul: 'l have sinned; return, my son David; for |
will no more do thee harm, because my life was precious in thine eyes this day; behold, | have played the fool
and erred exceedingly.' 22 And David answered and said: 'Behold the king's spear! let then one of the young
men come over and fetch it. 23 And the LORD will render to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness;
forasmuch as the LORD delivered thee into my hand to-day, and | would not put forth my hand against the
LORD'S anointed. 24 And, behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so let my life be much set
by in the eyes of the LORD, and let Him deliver me out of all tribulation.'

25 Then Saul said to David: 'Blessed be thou, my son David; thou shalt both do mightily, and shalt surely
prevail." So David went his way, and Saul returned to his place.

2. Map of Arugot Farm & Estimated Site of Chapter 26 (#10)
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Tehillim 57
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Talmud Yerushalmi, Peah 1:1

1 For the Leader; Al-tashheth. [A Psalm] of David; Michtam;
when he fled from Saul, in the cave.

5 My soul is among lions, | do lie down among them that are
aflame; even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and
arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword.
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5. Midrash Tehillim 58
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When Shaul went off, his warriors said to him: Was it out of righteousness that he did not Kill you in the
cave? He knew that if he did anything to you, we would immediately have gone in and consumed him; he

saw this and was afraid. When he heard this, "Shaul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Zif."

"And

David cried to the people and to Avner the son of Ner, saying, 'Answer you not, Avner?" He said to him:
What do you have now to answer me? Surely you said last night to Shaul regarding the cave, that had he
done anything to you, we would have immediately gone in and consumed him. Now, here is the spear and
the cruse. What do you have to answer? "Answer you not, Avner?" But he could not answer him and he
was dumbstruck [and he did not admit David's righteousness].
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7. Rav Shlomo Aviner, Am V’Artzo, 164-166

10 And God said unto him: 'Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be
called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name'; and He called his
name Israel.

11 And God said unto him: 'l am God Almighty. Be fruitful and
multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and
kings shall come out of thy loins;

16 And they journeyed from Beth-el; and there was still some way to
come to Ephrath; and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour.

17 And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the mid-
wife said unto her: 'Fear not; for this also is a son for thee.'

18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing--for she died--
that she called his name Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin.
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8. Shmuell, 26:6
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9. Zac Waller, Fight Like Ittai, www.israel365news.com/371603/fight-like-ittai-a-biblical-non-jewish-response-
to-terrorism-against-jews/

If you have kept up with what has happened in Israel over the past few months then your heart is aching for the
families of the recent terror victims... What is our role as non-Jews?

Enter Ittai. You may not have ever heard of this particular biblical character. He is not so famous and only
shows up twice in the whole Bible. King David was having a very rough time. Internally, the state of Israel was
falling apart. David’s own kin played a successful propaganda campaign against him and drove him out of his
capital, Jerusalem. As he was on his way out of the city with those faithful to him, he was surprised to find that
Ittai the Gittite was also leaving Jerusalem.



http://www.israel365news.com/371603/fight-like-ittai-a-biblical-non-jewish-response-to-terrorism-against-jews/
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King David says, “Why do you also go with us? Go back and stay with the king, for you are a foreigner and
also an exile from your home. You came only yesterday, and shall | today make you wander about with us,
since | go | know not where? Go back and take your brothers with you, and may the Lord show steadfast love

and faithfulness to you.” (2 Samuel 15:19-20)

David tries to convince lttai that this is not his fight and that he really doesn’t have to follow him. Ittai, however,
would not take no for an answer! He replied, “As the Lord lives, and as my lord the king lives, wherever my lord
the king shall be, whether for death or for life, there also will your servant be.” (2 Samuel 15:21)

When times got rough for David, Ittai was right there beside him. What is amazing is that just three chapters
later we see that Ittai has been appointed as one of David’s top generals! Ittai stood with King David in his
weakest hour and helped him to re-establish order in Israel.

10. Da’at Mikra, Shmuel |, 26:6, Footnote 11
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11. Shmuel Il, 11:6-11
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12. Shmuel |, 26:12
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13. Radak, Shmuel |, 26:12

6 And David sent to Joab[, saying]: 'Send me Uriah the Hittite.'
And Joab sent Uriah to David.

7 And when Uriah was come unto him, David asked of him how
Joab did, and how the people fared, and how the war prospered.

8 And David said to Uriah: 'Go down to thy house, and wash thy
feet.' And Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there
followed him a mess of food from the king.

9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the
servants of his lord, and went not down to his house.

10 And when they had told David, saying: 'Uriah went not down
unto his house', David said unto Uriah: 'Art thou not come from a
journey? wherefore didst thou not go down unto thy house?"

11 And Uriah said unto David: 'The ark, and Israel, and Judah,
abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord,
are encamped in the open field; shall | then go into my house, to
eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy
soul liveth, | will not do this thing.'

12 So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's
head; and they got them away, and no man saw it, nor knew it,
neither did any awake; for they were all asleep; because a deep
sleep from the LORD was fallen upon them.
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14. Bereishit 2:21
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15. Rav Kook, Shemoneh Kevatzim, 5:28
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16. Shmuel |, 26:19
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Our Rabbis taught: One should always live in the Land of Israel, even in a town most of whose inhabitants are idolaters,
but let no one live outside the Land, even in a town most of whose inhabitants are Israelites; for whoever lives in the
Land of Israel may be considered to have a God, but whoever lives outside the Land may be regarded as one who has no
God. For it is said in Scripture, To give you the Land of Canaan, to be your God. Has he, then, who does not live in the
Land, no God? But [this is what the text intended] to tell you, that whoever lives outside the Land may be regarded as
one who worships idols. Similarly it was said in Scripture in [the story of] David, For they have driven me out this day
that | should not cleave to the inheritance of the Lord, saying: Go, serve other gods. Now, whoever said to David, 'Serve
other gods'? But [the text intended] to tell you that whoever lives outside the Land may be regarded as one who
worships idols.
18. Radak, Shmuel |, 26:20
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19. Devarim 11:16
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20. Rashi, Devarim 11:16
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and you turn away: to depart from the Torah, and as a result of this, “and worship strange gods,” for as soon as a man
departs from the Torah, he goes and cleaves to idolatry. Similarly, David said, “for they have driven me today, from
cleaving to the Lord’s heritage, saying, 'Go, worship [strange gods]’” (I Sam. 26:19). But who [actually] said this to him?

[He meant to say,] Since | am driven from being occupied with the Torah, | am closer to the danger of worshipping
strange gods.
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22. Malbim, Shmuel |, 26:19
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23. Netziv, HaEmek Davar, Shemot 4:4
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https://www.chabad.org/15855#v19

24. Rav Kook, Orot HaKodesh, Vol.3, 117
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25. R’ Yissachar Yaakovson, Chazon HaMikra, Haforat Shemini
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3N A8 AZIR® NwP NT WA wph B Pt w3 nbni, bwa PRI
naon vaTe 1Y 97anY — I3 PIRY e N1 O MDMY 2RO TN

Nk Tomn AT RIYRDY AN, ¢ (W0 D RBY) TINR2 MIRY IR Vnwiw
s s3pb B CPMIR OTRT 233 OXY LMD AT %2 T0A UATDR 1TAY YA
spaaR DR T2V 72 wRb A NPN13 NBNOAD DA YW IATIO
ka3 WIRI TIT wRNDR NPT DX MM oMbb Mol on
w #/7 nYAITNK 19937 T9OK AN 097 AWYR M, 1(A XD 2'nw)
Ty DTS WK DY DA AR “/1 DYni, MW I 20 T NEWha
SganaY 192 12 Yaw bw YTm Dywa ARTD anvw aoyni nva barn ok
yoan b Sxawea BRI Y nmad wpan anRe. (@ .0 aaw) va
» 71 04N, DY DRIPI DRIV PIRY RXWn2 Dwpen We 9 #’n nbna

OAMTEA N BRI IR LTI DR NDIDNA 1Y Lovban anba W Bt

26. Shmuel |, 27:1

-DY NYON NNY ,127-ON TVT PN N 1 And David said in his heart: 'l shall now be swept away one day
V2PN 72 2V VPN ; IINY-T22 TAN by the hand of Saul; there is nothing better for me than that |
221910 YN, DINYIY X IN-DN VIRN  should escape into the land of the Philistines; and Saul will

,blﬂ@? 5333-593} 71)’.’3‘993? 7”“? despair of me, to seek me any more in all the borders of Israel; so
AT rm\??m] shall | escape out of his hand.'




