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Shemuel, Week 156: Chapter 31:3-5- Shaul’s Death T

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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31:1-2 The Plishtimwin the war, and kill Shaul’s sons (continued)
1. Radakto Shemuell31:2
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And these three sons of Saul who were mentioned were the ones who went out to war with him. Therefore they died

with him. And Ish Boshet remained at home, because he did not go out fo war.

2. Malbimto Shemuel Il 3:6
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And Ish Boshet was not a warrior, from his youth (this is why he was not found with Shaul and his sons in the war of the
Philistines). Therefore, Avner the general was the one who fought and ruled...

3. Abarbanelto Shemuel | 31:2
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And it appears that Ish Boshet did not come to war due to his weakness or for another reason, or he fled and escaped
with Avner and the other remaining warriors.

31:3-5 Shaul asks his armour bearer to kill him, then seems to take his own life
4. Abarbanelto Shemuel  31:3
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And you should know that Shaul did not fear lest they kill him (for he would have chosen death over life once he saw
with his own eyes the death of his sons, and he knew from Shemuel via the ovthat he would also not live). But he greatly
feared lest they strike him in a way that he would not die right away and he could not fight, and they would grab him
alive and torture him, putting out his eyes and cutting him into body parts, due to the hatred of the Philistines for him for
the way he had destroyed them. And he chose to die via his friends, and not via his enemies.

5. Talmud, Ketuvot 33b
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The pain of lashes may be considered a punishment harsher than death, for Rav taught: Had the Babylonians whipped
Chananiah, Mishael and Azariah, they would have served the statuel

6. Malbimto Shemuel | 31:3
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Once his sons died, the war became heavy upon him alone. Further, the archers firing from afar found him. Also, he
was also made ill/pierced via the arrows.

7. Radakto Shemuel131:4
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When they kill me with many stabbings in the manner of revenge and degradation... And Yonatan translated as
v'yitla‘avun bi, an expression of mockery and shame...

8. Talmud, Sotah 1 1a
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Our sages taught: Five were created along the lines of Heaven, all of them were harmed through them: Shimshon with

his strength, Shaul with his throat, Avshalom with his hair, Tzidkiyah with his eyes, Asa with his feet. Shimshon with his

strength as it says, “And his strength left him,” Shaul with his throat as it says, “And Shaul took the sword and fell on

it”...
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9. Otheraccounts? Divrei haYamim | 10:1-5, Shemuel Il 1:6-10

10.Radakto Shemuel 1 31:5
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“That Shaul had died” — Close to death, like “when her soul departed, for she had died.” He was not dead yet, until
the Amalekite killed him... Or perhaps the Amalekite lied... And he thought he would say this to find favour in David's
eyes.

11.Abarbanelto Shemuel | 31:4
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Perhaps he did not die immediately, with the blow of the sword, and so he needed to call the Amalekite youth to kill

him, such that the Philistines not find him while he was dying and torture him. The text did not tell this here, but only

what Shaul did alone, but the Amalekite killed him as he said. This is the more correct approach.

12.Abarbanel to Shemuel 11 4:10
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And from David’s words in this it appears that the Amalekite did not kill Shaul.

13.Malbimto Shemuel | 31:4
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It will be explained further along that he did not die by falling, but he became a gosess, and regarding this it said “for
Shaul died,” that he was struck with a fatal blow, and yet his life remained in him, and the Amalekite youth completed

his death.

14.Ralbagto Shemuel Il 1:6
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It appears that after he fell on his spear and he saw that it had not run him through, Shaul leaned on it forcefully to finish
the stabbing. And when he saw he could not do it, he told the Amalekite youth to kill him.

15.Ralbag to Shemuel I 1:9
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Meaning, as | understand it, that the garb was meshubatz, reinforcing it, such that the sword could not cut it easily. And

Shaul said that the spear on which he had fallen was stuck in the shebetz, and therefore it could not cross it and stab

him.

Was Shaul allowed to pursue his own death?
16.Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg (20t century Israel), Tzitz Eliezer 5:Ramat Rachel 29:2
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As is known, it is explained by our sages and in the words of legal authorities that in Saul's circumstances, his was not
considered a case of intentional suicide...

17.Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 34:13
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Ach- includes one who strangles himself. | might think like Shaul2 No; it says Ach. | might think like Chananiah, Mishael

and Azariah? No; it says Ach.

18.Ritva (13M-14th century Spain), Commentary to Avodah Zarah 18a
N7V 3702y RAW R1PNA 77w 0101 WAxYa Hanw
He wounded himself because he feared lest they cause him to violate Judaism



19.Rabbi Shlomo Luria (16t century Poland), Yam shel Shlomo Bava Kama 8:59
MIRT? 2HDY K7 PRIV 212 RPN NN 1Y 12 VYN 0792 1 919 OR 120w L (TR R"W) 1290 5 901w 1 Y 10 7"V DIRY 9N
thn {ow 3701 10V TR YT 02D R ORI M1220 D To0Y R NPl 2Ip10n awol by 1Ty XY ,Tona nava vt
...0an
JINIMR AT T 2D R LT MY NN 12 WY 299 T2 DI IR PRY,'T MR THn T DWW WOR ON
And perhaps Shaul a”h intended this when he fell on his sword. He thought if he would fall into their hands alive then
they would mock and torture him, and presumably Bnei Yisrael could not watch and hear the king’s pain, and they
would not restrain themselves from avenging him and rescuing him, and tens of thousands of Jews would die. And he
already knew the decree was issued upon him, that he would not escape...
Also, it is possible that for the honour of the king, the anointed of Gd, it would not be appropriate for him to die in the
hands of the uncircumcised, who would make his death one of torture and shame. This would be Chillul Hashem in our
religion.

20.Josef Federman, Israel’s "Hannibal’ directive criticized in official report, 3/14/18

https://apnews.com/article/a18070a7 3ee2456897807 a2deabf5be?

Israel’s government watchdog agency on Wednesday criticized the military’s so-called “Hannibal” directivethat allowed
froops fo use heavy force when one of their own was abducted — even at the risk of killing the soldier.

The directive, used most recently during the 2014 war in Gaza, was canceled by the military in 2016 following heavy
criticism. Last year, the military infroduced a revised version.

During the 2014 war with Hamas militants, Israeli froops used the Hannibal procedure after soldiers feared militants
had captured an officer. Israel unleashed heavy shelling and airstrikes on the southern town of Rafah, killing about 100
Palestinians.

21.Prof. Yael Shemesh (Bar llan University), 8apna m7arns, https://www.biu.ac.il/js/JS13/2-2003/Shemesh.pdf
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Shimshon's suicide is the only scriptural case in which the stated goal for suicide is revenge: “And | will avenge one of
my two eyes from the Philistines.” Based on this, suicide is not the goal, but rather a means and side effect of the suicidal
person’s desire fo kill others... Shimshon, unlike the other biblical suicides, takes this drastic step not out of concern for
the future... but because of his rage toward those who had tortured him.

22.Ramban, Toratha’Adam, Shaar haSof - Inyan haHesped 18
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Regarding one who kills himself without intent, no [honour] is withheld. It happened with the [minor] son of Gurginos in
Lod... and Rabbi Tarfon said, "We do not withhold any [honour], for he was a child; he is like an adult who lacks
infent." And we find this regarding an adult who kills himself intentionally due to oness — we eulogize him. For example,
Saul, King of Israel killed himself, but his suicide was permitted for him, as we say in a midrash... He was not in the
category of one who kills himself intentionally...

23.Rabbeinu Asher (13" century Germany/Spain) Commentary to Moed Katan 3:94
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Suicide was permitted for him, as seen in a midrash, "'But only, your blood for your lives | will seek; from your lives |

will seek your blood.' | might say this even for one who is pursued, like Saul? For this reason it says 'But'." Therefore,

he was not within the category of willful suicide.
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