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Shemuel, Week 126: 25:4-13 — A Plea for Help / Rejected! & X
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25:49 Dovid sends his men for support from Naval i

1. Talmud Yerushalmi, Eruvin 1:10
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Mishnah: They exempted a military camp from four things: They may bring wood from anywhere, and they are exempt
from hand-washing, demai and eruv.
Gemara: How many constitute a military camp? Rabbi Chananiah said 100... Rabbi Yochanan said 10: “And David's
youths came and spoke to Naval, efc.” What is “And they halted”2 Rabbi Yosta bar Shona said: They became as a
military camp.

2. Rabbi David Frankel, Korban ha’Edah to Talmud Yerushalmi Eruvin 1:10
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And they hinted to Naval: Now that a military camp may steal, certainly they who had a logical claim could take.

3. 25:6 S 112 aNRR)
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4. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 25:7
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Even though military people, battle-trained, mock agricultural labourers and make sport of shepherds and even steal

what they can from them, and certainly out in the field and beyond civilization in a place of wickedness, without doubt

warriors always steal — from enemies and from friends — whatever they find in the field. And yet, not so with your

shepherds.

5. Rashi to Shemuel | 25:7
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If they needed us for anything, we did not turn them back empty-handed.

6. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 18a
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What were these ten days [in 25:38]2 Rav Yehudah cited Rav: Opposite the ten meals Naval gave to David’s servants.

Rav Nachman cited Rabbah bar Avuha: These are the ten days between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.

7. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 25:8
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| would not have sent to ask you for anything, other than because we came for the holiday, meaning the day when they
shear your sheep and you make a holiday. You will not need to add or increase any expenditure for us.

8. Metzudat David to Shemuel | 25:8
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And David instructed [them] to tell him, “We have come due to the holiday,” when it is appropriate to receive all who
arrive with a pleasant affect.
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9. Malbim to Shemuel | 25:8

LJRYT YRR Py 19 47 92,0091 D902 o1 20V 12v2 R DRI INwnaw nR
Since this feast was for the shepherds, and they were included among the shepherds, for they had been the main
guardians of the sheep...

10.25:9 I

The Lesson Specifics
To teach aood thi bout th They exhausted themselves in the mission Rashi, Radak
© feden good hings dboll hem They didn’t add anything to the script Malbim
They didn’t push Naval, adding harsh words Moreh Nevuchim 1:67
To teach bad things about Naval
They waited for the right time Ralbag
He fed them each a meal Rosh HaShanah 18a
To explain/justify Naval They camped out in his house Abarbanel
They established themselves as a military camp Yerushalmi Eruvin 1:10

11. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 25:9
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And [Rambam] wrote in Moreh Nevuchim 1:67 that it means they stopped speaking, relating that they said nothing else
which would require and compel Naval to respond harshly. To me, it seems possible to explain “And they rested” to
mean they rested from the exhaustion of the road. After they said these words, they immediately rested in Naval’s
residence, taking hold of the house and putting their equipment there before he could respond to them. And Naval
raged, that ten youths came at once, and he saw they were many, and he was also angry that they camped in his house
before they could hear his response...

25:10-13 Naval humiliates Dovid’s men; Dovid goes on the warpath
12.Radak to Shemuel 1 25:13
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Even though it would have been enough with the people who were with him, still, out of his great anger he also girded
his sword.

13. Prof. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, pg. 118
Yet if such statements were intended as universal, exceptionless claims, only a deluded fool could believe them, and
whatever the friends may be, they are not fools...

14. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 25 mwxa abxw
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Why did Naval respond to David with bad words... David's words were good and conciliatory, and why did he
respond with words that were harsh like sinews? And he should have given of the food he had prepared for his shearers,
whether a litle or a lot as he wished. Even if he were the most stingy person in the world, he would not have abstained
from giving among the shearers of his sheep bread and water to those who beseeched him. There is no doubt that
Naval was not entirely irrational, and he knew David’s stature and that he had been anointed as king, and how did he
mock him with his words and call him a slave, without cause?

15. Abarbanel to Shemuel |1 25:10-11
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| think that Naval did not speak against David’s honour at all, for hew knew that he was the anointed one of Gd and
the king’s son-inlaw. He did not say of him, “slaves who break forth,” but rather about his men. This is the meaning of,
“Who is David and who is the son of Yishai,” meaning, who is David and who is the son of Yishai2 He is but one man!
And even with him being the son of Yishai and elevating himself to say, “I will reign,” | would not be concerned about
this and | would send him grain and bread and food as needed in his honour, but what shall | do for there are many
servants, meaning, the men who accompany him, who are his slaves, all of whom break forth against his master, there
are 600 strong of them... And what indicates that Naval did not speak against David, but only against his men, is when
the youth says to Avigayil, “And the men were very good to us... They were a wall upon us, etc.” This was not about
David, for Naval did not launch words against him, but only against his men.

16. Talmud, Sanhedrin 36a
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“Capital cases start from the side [meaning: the least judge]” — How do we know this rule2 Rabbi Achi bar Pappa cited

Shemot 23:2, “Do not answer upon the iV — Do not answer upon the rav. Rabbah bar bar Chanah cited Rabbi

Yochanan from here...

17.Radak to Shemuel 1 25:13
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David and his associates judged him for capital punishment, and they agreed he was a rebel against the throne and
liable for death, for all Israel already knew that David had been anointed as king, and Naval had scorned him and
called him a slave...

18. Other examples?

e Shemuel | 11:1-2 Nachash and Yavesh Gilad

e Shemuel | 10:27/11:12 The people who rejected Shaul

e Shemuel 11 10:1-7 Chanun ben Nachash and Dovid’s agents
e Melachim Il 14:8-10 Yehoash of Yisrael to Amatziah of Yehudah

19.Ruth, David and Chesed  https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/994812/

20. David and Chesed

e Shemuel Il 2:5-7 Yavesh Gilad

e Shemuel Il 9:1 Yehonatan's family

e Shemuel Il 10:2 Comforting the son of Nachash, King of Amon

e Shemuel I1 19:32-40 Rewarding Barzilai (and Melachim | 2:7)

e Shemuel | 25 Repelled by Naval

e Shemuel I1 12 The parable of the pauper and the wealthy neighbour

21.Talmud, Yevamot 79a
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"And the Givonim said to him: We have neither silver nor gold with Shaul and with his household, and we have no
man [to kill in Israel]... Let seven men of his children be given to us, and we will hang them before Gd."(Shemuel |I
21:4-6) King David tried to appease them, and they would not be appeased. He said, "There are three signs for this
nation: Merciful, bashful, and generous... One who has these three signs is suited to cleave to this nation."


https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/994812/

