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Tefillah, Week 8: Birchot haTorah / Miketz: Taking Responsibility ‘ i

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Birchot haTorah

1. Talmud, Berachot 21a
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2. Sefer haChinuch, Mitzvah 430
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3. Talmud, Berachot 11b
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4. Talmud, Bava Metzia 85a-b, with Rashi
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5. Other causes
e Vayikra 18:20 and 20:22 Immorality

e Vayikra 26:43 All mitzvot
e Devarim 11:16-17 Idolatry
e Devarim 28:47 Joy

It's supposed to be a religious experience

6. Rabbeinu Nisim to Nedarim 81a, citing Rabbeinu Yonah
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7. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Orach Chaim 1:20
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8. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 47:2
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9. Talmud, Moed Katan 15a
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A mourner may not learn Torah; Gd told Yechezkel, “Be silent.”



10. Rashi, Comment to Moed Katan 21a nyap 11o8)
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When Succah 25a says a mourner is obligated in all biblical mitzvot other than tefillin, that refers to general mitzvot,
but this involves joy.

11.Rabbi Avraham Price, Comments to Sefer Chasidim 330 (Vol. 1 pp. 180-181)
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In learning there are two elements: 1) One's learning when learning, and this fulfills a commandment; 2) The knowledge

one acquires for himself by learning, and this knowledge remains with a person after the learning, too. And from this

knowledge one gains pleasure, and this knowledge may not be included in the mitzvah of learning...

As seen in the berachot

12.Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, i9on7 9170 %¥ a0 yon'' w1 pg. 22
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13. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 47:10
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14.Rabbi Yosef Karo, Beit Yosef Orach Chaim 47:6
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15. Talmud, Berachot 21a
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Miketz: Taking responsibility
16. Mishnah, Succah 5:1 (51q)
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From the worn out pants of the Kohanim, and their belts, they removed threads and lit the Menorah.

17.Talmud, Menachot 89a
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Some say they evaluated from the top down, and some say they evaluated from the bottom up. The one who said they

evaluated from the bottom up said the Torah spared Israel’s assets. And the one who said they evaluated from the top

down said there is no poverty in a place of wealth.

18. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 98:7
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