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Shemuel, Week 117: 23:7-18 Fleeing Shaul, A Third Covenant T

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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23:7-13 Dovid escapes Shaul in Keilah (continued)

1. Malbim to Shemuel | 23:10-12
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... He heard that [Shaul] wanted to destroy [the city] because of him, so that they would produce him, and he would

not destroy them if they would turn [David] over. Therefore [David] needed to ask whether they would hand him over so

that Shaul would leave them.

He intentionally asked out of order, for there was another doubt. Perhaps Shaul would send an agent first to ask for

them to produce David and turn him over, before Shaul would go himself. And this question had to precede the question

of “Will Shaul descend.” And this was truly his intent, first asking, “Will they turn me over,” meaning, “Will Shaul ask

for this via an agent?” Then he asked, “Will Shaul descend,” for if they would not listen to Shaul’s order via his agent,

perhaps he would go himself, to destroy the city.

“And Gd said: He will descend” — Meaning, he will not send an agent at all, but only go himself, immediately. And

therefore [Gd] did not need to answer the first question, for that answer was included in the second one.

“And Gd said: Will they turn me over” — Now he asked a new question, which he had not asked at first at all. Now

that he knew that Shaul would descend there himself, [David] asked, “Will the people of Keilah turn me overe”...

2. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Klei haMikdash 10:11-12, based on Yoma 71b-73b
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And how do they ask@ The kohen stands facing the Aron and the questioner is behind him, facing the back of the kohen.
The questioner asks, “Shall | go, or shall | not go2” One does not ask loudly, and one does not thinking the question in
his heart, but in a low voice, like one praying personally. Inmediately, Divine inspiration clothed the kohen and he
looked at the choshen and saw the prophetic vision in it, “Go” or “Do not go,” with letters which protruded from the
choshen before him. And the kohen replied, telling him, “Go” or “Do not go.”

And one does not ask two matters at once, and if he asks then [Gd] responds to the first one alone. And one does not
ask for a regular person, but only for a king, or rabbinical court, or one whom the community needs, as Bamidbar
27:21 says, “And before Elazar the kohen he shall stand [and he shall inquire of the mishpat of the urim before Gd. At
its word they shall go out and at its word they shall return, him, and all Israel with him, and the entire nation.]” ‘Him’ is
the king, ‘And all Israel’ is the kohen anointed to lead in battle or someone whose question the community needs, ‘And
the entire nation’ is the great beit din.

3. Shoftim 13:11
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And Manoach arose and followed his wife, and he came to the man and said to him: Are you the man who spoke with
the woman? And he said: “I.”

4. Talmud, Yoma 73b
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And if two are necessary, they will respond to two, as happened in Shemuel | 30...
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5. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 23:12
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The answer is in one of two ways. One way: It is already established for us that Divine knowledge does not thwart

possible natural events. Even though Gd knows what will be and testifies to it and informs of the end at the outset, this

does not prevent the free choice and absolute desire for each person to do as they choose... Divine knowledge of

possible future events does not overpower possible natural events and free choice.

The second way in resolving this seems more accurate to me, that David did not ask about what will be and will actually

happen, but whether [he asked] regarding Shaul’s intent and the people of Keilah...

6. Malbim to Shemuel | 23:12
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And one who is shocked that Gd's word - saying that Shaul would descend and Keilah would turn him over - was not

fulfilled, is shocked for nothing. Gd’s word was that if David would not leave there, then Shaul would descend and they

would turn him over, for Gd revealed to him Shaul’s intent and Keilah's intent so that he would hasten to leave.

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 98:7
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“Yehudah is a young lion” — This teaches that he gave him the might of a lion and the nerve of its young. “From
predation, my son, you arose” — From predation of Yosef you arose and were elevated, from predation of Tamar you
arose and were elevated.

8. Shoftim 15:9-13
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9. Ralbag to Shoftim 16, Lesson 19
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The 19t [lesson] is to inform that it is appropriate for a leader to guard his nation, and not satisfy himself by protecting
himself.

23:14-15 Dovid hides in Midbar Zif

10. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 23:14
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Sometimes he dwelled in the wilderness among tall stones there, and sometimes he dwelled on a particular mountain in

Midbar Zif. And because he travelled from place to place, even though Shaul continually sought him, Gd did not turn

him over to Shaul, for he never found [David] in a known place [where he had been].

23:16-18 Dovid and Yehonatan’s last meeting
11.Radak to Shemuel | 23:16
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He strengthened his hand so that he would not fear, using the word of Gd, that He had promised via a prophet that he
would reign.

12.Radak to Shemuel | 23:17
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“Knows this” — that you will reign. They knew this because they had heard that David had been anointed as king.

13. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 23:16
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And since Gd had enthroned him and commanded the prophet Shemuel to anoint him, what could flesh do to him?

14.Radak to Shemuel 1 23:18
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“Before Gd” — The wrim v'tummim which were there with Evyatar haKohen. Or it means that Gd should be witness
between the two of them.

15. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, Perek 23 (2) — 72 1% 171 9272 2 77
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Yonatan's suggestion could have been an ideal expression of a blending of the house of Shaul and the house of David,
and in a broader perspective of Binyamin and Yehudah, sons of Rachel and sons of Leah. But to make this unity a
reality, there was a need for a litfle more than executing a covenant. Here, too, like in Chapter 20, the text emphasizes
the end of the meeting: “And David dwelled in Chorshah, and Yehonatan went home.” Yonatan tied his fate to the fate
of Shaul and did not join David, and therefore he did not merit to make his dream a reality.

16. Malbim to Shemuel | 23:18
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And certainly, David intended to leave the forest for another site, but because of the reason mentioned there (that
Yehonatan came to him), he remained there.

17.Ralbag to Shemuel | 23:18
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David relied upon the covenant of Yehonatan with him, that he would not reveal his location to his father...



