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- Jacob became very frightened, and it distressed him. So he divided the people with him,
and the cattle, herds, and camels, into two camps. °® For he said, “If Esau comes to the one
camp and strikes it down, then the remaining camp shall survive.” 1° Then Jacob said, “God of
my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac; HASHEM Who said to me, ‘Return to your land
and to your relatives and | will do good with you’ — A} have been diminished by all the
kindnesses and by all the truth that You have done Your servant; for with my staff I crossed this
Jordan and now | have become two camps. '? Rescue me, please, from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Esau, for I fear him lest he come and strilce me down, mother and

ecipheved
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cen diminished. My merits have been
diminished by all the kindnesses You have shown me, and
that is why | am afraid. Since Your promise tome, I may have
become soiled by sin and not deserve to be dehverec,i from
Esau's hands (Rashi). According to Ramban, Jacob's fear
was niot that he had once had merits but that they had be-
ceme diminished. Rather, in his humility, he deglared iam
wworthy, i.e., hefelt thathe had never been worthy of all the
kindnesses God had done him. .

Kindnesses are benefits that God confers without havxr}g
first promised them; truth refers to the kindnesses He does in
fulfillment of earlier promises.

children. * And You had said, | will surely do good with you and I will make your offspring like
the sand of the sea which is too numerous to count.’”
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told me, ‘Return to the land where you were born, and I will make
things go well with you’ ” (ibid., 10). At this point, one would expect
Yaakov to address the problem of Esav’s imminent attack: “I have ful-
- filled Your commandment and have returned to the land. Now protect
me from the hand of my brother!” Instead, Yaakov said, “I am unwor-
| thy of all the kindness and faith You have shown me. For T crossed the
Jordan with only my staff, yet here I have become master of two camps”
(ibid., 13).
=¥ Even more disturbing is the question of why Yaakov saw the need
to pray in the first place. He himself admitted that God had guaranteed
tQ “make things go well” for him. Surely Yaakov did not suffer from a
lack of faith!
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The Sages explain that God maintains His Own heavenly account-
ing system of the merit that people earn through their performance of
ritzvos. It works like a bank account — every time someone gives char-
ity, for example, a deposit is made into his “account” in heaven. If the
sagne person were to experience a road accident that could kill him, and

! miraculously survive, the unit of merit that the miracle “cost” would be

' withdrawn from his spiritual “account.” One significant difference be-
tween the two types of accounts, that which we keep here on earth and
that which God keeps in heaven, is that the heavenly “bank” sends no

J monthly statements — no corporeal being can ever know the size of his
heavenly “savings account.” Only God is privy to his balance sheet. M_—S e — . S
Also, according to this system, God’s promises are always conditional father Avraham and God of my father, Yitzchak. You...told me, ‘Return
qn one’s “credit rating” — an individual will benefit from miracles and to the Land where you were born, and I will make things g0 well with
blessings only if he possesses sufficient spiritual “capital” to cover the you.' ” Why did Yaakov feel it was necessary to pray? Because “I am un-
RS, ) ~worthy of all the kindness and faith You have shown me....” In essence

¢ God had promised Yaakov that He would “make things go well” for ) e said, “All the kindness You have shown me should have drained my

him, but jt is self-evident that this promise was contingent upon (x_ spiritual bank account. Who knows whether I have enough merit left?”
whether Yaakov would prove deserving of such miracles. Yaakov feared yet prayer has the power to bypass the limitations enforced by the
that all the good fortune he experienced had overdrawn his account, eavenly banking system. A heartfelt plea can reach directly to God’s
and that he did not have sufficient capital in his spiritual bank account ~Throne of Glory, regardless of how overdrawn one’s account may be.
to overcome Esav’s threat,

In this context, Yaakov’s prayer makes perfect sense: “O God of my
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MY MERITS HAVE DIMINISHED BECAUSE OF THE KINDNE SSES
AND THE TRUTH THAT YOU HAVE RENDERED ME. (Rashi, ibid.)
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\/ duces his merits. As such, Yaakov was afraid lest the be benefits that Hash-

v

to protect him from calamity.

e sec from Rashf’s words that when Hashem benefits a person, thls re-
em had bestowed upon him did gotvl”eqyc him with enough Aechuym (merits)

When Hashem performs miracles for the Jewish people, even though this
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is for our it benefit, it presents the danger of reducing our merits. We can pre-

vent this from happening by constantly praising Hashem for every benefit He

bestows upon us and attributing His wonderful actions exclusively to Him and

not to any mortal power. This way, His Name will be sanctified, and there w1lu

S
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bg: 110 need to reduce our merits, because the miracles will be deemed to have

\

been performed not for our benefit, but for the sake of the sanctification of His
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Name.

1 Ackeod

Jacob knew that he was being “escorted by angels now Just
N;a he had been when he left Eretz Yisrael to journey to Laban.

Obviously, therefore, he was still righteous. Why was he

afraid? This shows that even good people can be judged and

e

= punished for not having achieved their full potential. Of this,
» Jacob was frightened. Perhaps he had failed to grow as much
2 as he could have. Similarly, the Torah demands that one not
merely study, but exert himself in his Torah study. And if one
fails to do so, it is tantamount to not learning (see Leviticus
+26:3,15). This is a challenge to every Jew to strive to live up
® 1o his potential (R’ Moshe Feinstein).
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that Hashem has granted us, for they are the keys to determining,
and fulfilling, our calling.

The-idea of a calling generally resonates with the young and
idealistic, who actively seek to make their mark on the world, if

S

the klds, aad makmu 2 hvmg, and we lose sxght Of our mission.

. » a decision — consczously or subconscmusly —to become what the

¥ Chazon Ish dubs, “beinonin beshitah.” We ‘make it our policy to be
mediocre.

Human nature idealizes the status quo. Our worldview falls in

thinks t‘m it is the sweetest place in the w d e We  say, Tt “This is
who I am I'm 40 years ¢ old, this is the way I I have always been, and
this is the way I will always be. Let me be.”

> We adore complacency. The Torah abhors complacency.

In Parashas Mishpatim, we read about an eved Ivri (Jewish slave)
who chooses to stay with his master beyond the six-year limit set
by the Torah. The procedure in such instances is to have the master
bring the slave to beis din, stand him at the doorpost, and pierce
a hole in his ear. He then becomes an indentured slave, and may
remain in his master’s service until Yovel (the Jubilee year). Rashi
explains that an ear that heard Hashem say, “Ki Li Yisrael avadim
— for the Children of Israel are servants to Me,” and chooses
to remain a servant to one of Hashem’s servants, deserves to be
pierced.

Admittedly, it is not particularly pleasant to be the one whose
ear is pierced. But what did the master do wrong? Why does he
have to go through the gruesome experience of placing a person
against the doorpost and pounding an awl through his ear? Why
is he at fault for being such a great guy that the slave doesn't want
to leave? :

~J Rav Yisrael Salanter explains that the master has sinned by fos-
tering an atmosphere of complacency. The atmosphere in his home
must be one that can lead a person to say, “I like being a servant. I
don’t mind my lowly status. I don’t have to strive for better.”

s

not to leave it a changed place. As we grow older, however, we —
/" settle into the quohdlan routine ot paymg the ‘mortgage, ralsmg

line with the folk—saymg ”The worm that mfesté the horseradish i

prwwHy oo Rt apyr Y sy AN

AN 3Py WON K9 ONTIIW e navs anay aRes nrn il
Nun N9W YT Y WY T omng 19 oA RNl T):)‘me s
omon W R DI M 7PN my NwYw [rov ank apy? RON
) 1D IPYYT M) MINTA RINY RN POt YNMIY TY NN
nma 1aTa XM 0 MART TON YW PYOW Y Py 0apn

;w xona q999n1w TWHR 1N 110 T 09 10w 11721 ,11D oYl
oUpTIND OY PIRIR 7Apnw npwin v

¥

nw Ryn Y

591 ,NAroYn 'mm-r‘: AR NI DPW 20N
NUMa JYaYmv wing we 11 aniaa Nt

N

99 SyNw 2T 9P 1Pan 1O Annw gy’ HYR 1P¥N NNRDT
{ 2% NWIDR URNa wN andw 1md Ron N ORY ORTE 0N
PPY PYY N2 KOV 19 TY1 NN Ml nnn- e Ty
o o ,aVIY WPINN RAY PRRD Ayme apyr Wiyl PN
APTNA N3 DR Y OIR Yy 0yan TRY 111 VWD 'O
a1 WY INATT ONIY DY IPAR PP YR DIIRPUYI PUI WIRY
WY1 PV, TPYYR N DR PINY Ron HY T

W AR NPa apy’ Yw o arhyn nanTY JND nNIw 1
59 ANYBI OPTTAY WYYR T NTAPn Y WYY NARD N300

qoY Ay v pT T 55 YY nYRan myo Yy amnw 1w
NUN2 oYY RAW R 0

e e

,b T2 PO 27 YWD
%3,_ IChl

N7 OIX 13‘7 SNy YUYW NHRAT DUTONN Y NI 100NN ""m WD
WP T2 000 *D DI KONA YN2Y25N1 PAnnvaAnwn Xnw

o1y SMIPIT TOPRNIY W MAT NPT A MW AN IR P Nk
RO TNIYIYNI KDY R 7IX 999 PIIT 710 MR 0° 7007

OR 19IDRT TR V27 R0 THIVNI RDW R VYN POYT DY 10105
TOYNNI 125w WIRND 01 ,°2Y MPAN *NI37 i Tind Rona na2aon1v oron
9P IPPw T Y PR W 20107 TP 0°ToNa 2 ob1ww Cnrat

JP0ND AMIWRM T Y TON DR 1Y YmY fR DTRWIW ,WIDY TR TP
DPROATY AR 2P0 ,ApY° MRY 115,710 739 1P 91731300 1p7ann 0
MY TYPY NORM DPTONN D AR PRI RN DYIR DR 10 DNxY TR0
21N T OW T ARIY (P07 12,2 TaW DIRONNN NP X IR W ,073apn_,
N D1 ROM AW 0P X0 PPN a0 uon XvY

PR T DY 1220 701 °D ANHW T PIRNY (0 0 0 D270 1PX0 77 PO
773 70 ,070PD T PR ARIY WIRNY YW ,"D°RYD POR ARIIN DRI
NP P11 xon




2

S

Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch points out that the very first rite

. performed by Kohanim in the Beis HuMzkdash each mornlng wa

 terumas hadeshen — taking of the ashes. A Kohen would remove a
portlon of the ashes generated by the offerings that had been burnt
.on the Altar during the previous day and night, and place these
ashes next to the Altar. The purpose of this rite, says Rav Hirsch, is
“to remind the Kohanim not to fall into the trap of smug self- satxs-
famon Yest
HaMzkdash t
As his melodious words intone: ”The thought of what has already
been accomplished can be the death of that which still must be
‘accomplished. Woe unto him who, in smug self-complacency,
thinks that he can rest on his laurels.”

P If we are to complete our mission in this trip to the physical
world, we must avoid bemg lulled into the complacency of daily

routine. We must discern our calling and actively strive to fulfill it.

.l INSEARCH OF Greatnes
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Achar kach,” he says, if you've reached this rung of the lad-
der, “yishtadel I 60:;[ al mah sheyesh biy'cholto.” If you are serious,
if you want to grow out of your pettiness and your smallness,
if you want to become a big person, this is how you do it. You
reach one level, you v work at it, yo

integrate it into your being
until it becomes part of you, until it becomes second nature. |
'Then it’s time to move ahead to the next step. You don’t stop
and sit back on your laurels congratulating yourself on what

¥ youve accomplished. No, you don’t do that. You move ahead.
You immediately go to work on the next step, the next rung on
the ladder of your personal advancement.

But Jews are realists, and they are likely to raise objec-
tions. It’s too much. I can’t do this. I'm a practical person, not
a dreamer. I know I'm not going to become a saint. I know I'm
not going to set the world on fire. I don’t want to delude myself.
I've done enough; what’s the point of going on?

So the Chovos Halevavos says, “V’ “ichsof od b’ libo.” You should
desire a little more in your heart. Even if you say you can’t do
it, at least try to do something more. You have a heart and you
have emotions, so just let the feelings come over you and find
it in yourself to desire to be just a trifle better. That's all were

» asking of you, Just want it, desire it. Without desire and aspira-
tions, we are no more than clumps of earth. So regardless of
what will actually happen, at least have the desire to reach for
the next little rung.

And what happens now?

l§ 'The next few lines of the Choves Halevavos are so asfonish-
ing that they will turn your mind upside down. Listen to what
he is saying.

You've achieved something. You've moved a few microme-
ters up the ladder, and now you're sitting back and taking stock.
You're reacy for the next step. It’s in ‘your heart. You've found

in vours‘df the 1y mturltv and the e'nnestncss to reach a mtle
luoher, to become a trifle better. You want to come closer to the

-3 Almighty. You want to emulate His characteristics and draw

nearer to Him. You're thinking to yourself, I'm ready. So what

do I do now?

e , AT

So the Chowvos Halevawos says, “Vyaaleh b'machshavis, you
should think about it, “vyishal mehaKel l'ezro ul'amtzo al yoser
mimah sheyesh biycholto min hay'diah umin hama'aseh,” and you

¥ should ask the Alm1ghty to help you and give you the strength
to accomplish something that is beyond your capabilities. The
Chowes Halevavos is teaching us how to daven.

What happens when you daven? Just because you roll out
of bed and say the words of the siddur, does that mean you are i
really davening? Your davening has to have a neshaimah. It has to
have a heart. It needs sinews and veins and flesh and bones. It
has to have a pulse. It has to have life. So the Chowvos Halevawos
is telling us that if you are serious and you want to grow and-you

# want to be a bigger person, you should daven to the Almighty
and ask Him for help.

p——— = — e

way? The Chovos Halevavos, this hallowed seferwhose pages Jews
have been kissing for almost a thousand years, tells us what hap—
pens. Yamf“z Jo haBorei bakashosav Vi iftach lo shaarei yediaso”

; The Alml(rhtv will grant you your request. He will open up
the gates of wisdom and knowledge for you. “V3 vechazek sichlo

< veivarav leamod b'mitzvosav.” The Almighty will strengthen
your intellect and your physical body so that you will have the
wisdom and the strength and the stamina to rise to the next level
that you desire. “sher 'ma'alah miycholte? Even if it is beyond
your capabilities at this moment, it will not always be beyond
your capabilities. “Madreigah achar madreigah.” He will help you
rise from one level to the next. He will enable you to climb the
ladder rung by rung with no end or limitation in sight. |

What form will that help take?

“Ki hatalmid yimiza b’libo keshehu mishtadel bachachmah,” says
the Chovos Halevavss, “for when the one who wants to learn
reaches out for wisdom he will discover in his heart, koach elyoni
ruchni, an exalted spiritual power, ein &’koach adam I’ ho’ils bo, 5.
power that a person cannot achieve on his own without Divine
assistance.”
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In reality, a sense of hakaras hatov should come naturally to us.
Since humans are intelligent creatures, we should readily understand
when somebody does good for us. In fact, the Midrash (Pesikia Rabba-
si 12:3) compares one who doesn’t have hakaras hatov to an animal.
The Midrash states, “How does a horse behave? Even when a man is
about to bedeck him with ornaments or give him fodder, he turns his
neck away and kicks the man. So, too, the mule. But you act otherwise.
In you let there be understanding. When you enter the land of Israel,
remember to repay the good with good ....”

Unfortunately, sometimes people don’t appreciate goodness until
it is lost. Does the seeing man appreciate the gift of sight? Does the
veshivah bachur appreciate the ability to learn Torah without persecu-
tion? We are so inundated and saturated with blessings that we often
find it difficult to reflect on all the blessings we receive and on how to
express gratitude for them.

The baalei mussar suggest the following exercise: If one wants to
appreciate the gift of sight, let him walk around his own home wear-
ing a blindfold for a half-hour, and see how difficult life would be. If
one wants to appreciate the gift of being able to walk, let him sit in
a wheelchair for an hour and appreciate what a gift it is to be able to
walk. Once we bring the gifts that God has given us into the forefront

o of our consciousness, it will be difficult not to feel a profound sense of

hakaras hatov.
al
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87. The verb 1p is used for measurable items ("to
beeome less”), not for countable items (“to hecome
few”), and “merits” are countable things (Mzhari
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[Ramban takes xs_sue with Rashis]

g s piag ey - But [this] interpretation is not sound in the wording of the verse.”
B3 D N PR Dy e, #ea SN My i Rty 9y 20NS 20 DA T 13 IS T
2 s K — Furthermore [Jacob] says after this, “And You said, ‘4§ will surely do good with

03 OYINY PIIY DMAWIN 1R DRD 207RTIN WK ORD PTOR AL
e ” 210V1RN 1NN
SR7M 7APIYY YWY 198D R7TODDW MUY AYIY? 190 ININ
XY DYIPN KA NRON 1N OYYA AN 1ININD DR 1IN N
STPVY NPTX NRPY .DNT MPOW AP N2 ,NN=ATAY 9 N3
MR 950NN DY 9931, NWAY PYAM YR WY DTON-MP N0
19303 PR 270 RO TMWVYL MY MY M ,MRN DY ATWY-NNN

A%

0% T k np
i
RO ers mvon ww nwon new) o yanin bw WMYAp I am
TRT NS KY? 15V 2TAW ) KON 00N Y (wh ymwm aman
TRDAW (777 3mn qov e w) 1WIKG 90 I9KI DMAaT 1oy av mwn
AT RS 1 pIw AN /Eanwow Ry Dt 1R mond meapn e
BY AWYRR T v pwy rhy maw 99 by vam mwn oo mwn s
TN TWYR WYY Yyaww SV 1 g inamwn mmb xpw oen yoanm
ONIT T2V DN o &S 0o parm 1% 2wm Yo S wna mran
1AW DAB1 LMK WKW QR 272 W W T PN R N 10 o

Moa%nn

Ramban presents his own interpretation:]

DA - ik 127 Y¥K 1735m xow KNI apyw R 1D Yy i

fi2¢ gw aeIem Yok nxy intima K jop 13 i “nupr Y35 — Rather, I am foo lowly means that
Jacb felt that he was too lowly to be worthy of all the kindnesses that 1God] imd done for
him, "R Yo 13 3Py opy Wv 13 — Similarly, we find, How can Jacob survive, for he is small
Tjoplt (Amos 7:2),  why a3 Y3 Yavh Yioy iniimp ~ which means that he is too small to be able
to witastand all that has been decreed against him. Here, too, then, I am lowly [nyup] means
%I am #0 lowly for something.” T

[Ramban notes that there is an opinion in the Midrash that corroborates his view:]
#1371 MwRTa3 vy 1) — This is what they say in Bereishis Rabbah as well: =31 "371 " mivp”

RS s — “T em lowly” — Rabbi Abba says: This means, “I am not deserving” (Bereishis
Rabbah 76:5). il

(TR QR INGND WS SUYD N 30w T VAl Wwn anas mebow
W, I Sw xpne i mpn Yan ey prvm - mis P31 PRw A
PAR RWT_71559 Sw way ma i mibs 1me awio YoRN wmw o nvy
ARYT_KINI R Sw 1vab m pamy oxy wnn 1 XY HX 13707 [0
207 Y 1O Nmban bvam i n T a AP Knw




/a (B’\mr@ ﬁ~1@J> sk NS

v =
21 2NN

5 3

‘The Shulchan Aruch rules:

A person should pray in a begging way, like a pau-
per asking at the door.”

When a person understands that he has nothing on his
own, that he is a destitute pauper before Hashem, when he
Jeans not on his deeds or his merits but only on Hashem’s
abundant kindness and goodness — then store-houses of grace
and chesed open up for him that are greater than all the other

store-houses. This trait of clinun is the beauty, splendor and
perfection of tefillal.

This is actually an obvious point. If we come on the ba-
sis of our good deeds, then “their many deeds are worthless...
and man is no better than an animal, for all is nothingness.”
But if a person comes with a claim of “do for the sake of Your
Name,!° act for the sake of Your kindness, since You are gra-
cious and compassionate — this argument is true and irrefut-
able. It is impossible for a person not to be answered this way.
It is the truth that His kindness and goodness are limitless.
“There never was and never will be anything that can impede
His kindness or limit it.

It is a Halachic requirement to go and pray in this manner
to Hashem three times a day. Not just because of the obliga-
tion to fulfill the fixed order of tefillah as instituted by Chazal,
but because a person needs to go and pray to his Creator, to
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beg Him for what he lacks, like a pauper at the door asking for )

Cg matnas chinam — not relying at all on his deeds or mitzvos

or merits, but only on Hashem’s abundant goodness and kind-
ness.

How wonderful is the Midrash we cited above, which re-
counts how Hashem “complained” that Moshe snatched this
secret from Him. In a manner of speaking, it is like someone
who says, “If he snatched this key from me, nothing is safe
anymore. He can empty out my whole house!”
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