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Vayikra 7:26 

Artscroll/Stone p. 578 

Unpacking the Parasha 

Tzav 5784 
Rabbi Yisroel Isaacs 
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Ramban, Vayikra 1:9 – The Korban is in place of the sinner. 

Since the acts of man are comprised of thought, speech, 

and action, God commands that when an individual sins 

and brings an animal sacrifice, he should rest his hands 

upon its head, corresponding to the element of action; 

he should verbally confess what he did wrong, 

corresponding to the element of speech; he should burn 

the innards and kidneys that are the seat of all human 

thought and passion, and the animal’s limbs, 

corresponding to the sinner’s hands and feet, which 

carry out all of his activity; and he should cast the 

sacrifice’s blood upon the altar to bring to mind the 

phrase, “his blood will be on his soul.” [This is] so that 

the person doing [or watching] all of these actions will 

come to realize that he has sinned against God with his 

body and his soul, and that he deserves that his own 

blood be spilled and his body burned, had it not been 

for the compassion of the Creator who has accepted a 

substitute instead. Therefore the sacrifice atones by its 

blood corresponding to the sinner’s blood, its soul 

corresponding to the sinner’s soul, its limbs 

corresponding to the sinner’s limbs; and the portions 

(that are given to the priests) will give life to Torah 

teachers, who in turn will pray on his behalf.  

כי בעבור שמעשי בני אדם  

נגמרים במחשבה ובדבור  

ובמעשה, צוה השם כי כאשר  

יחטא יביא קרבן, יסמוך ידיו  

עליו כנגד המעשה, ויתודה 

בפיו כנגד הדבור, וישרוף  

באש הקרב והכליות שהם כלי  

המחשבה והתאוה, והכרעים  

כנגד ידיו ורגליו של אדם  

העושים כל מלאכתו, ויזרוק  

ד דמו הדם על המזבח כנג

בנפשו, כדי שיחשוב אדם  

בעשותו כל אלה כי חטא  

לאלקיו בגופו ובנפשו, וראוי  

לו שישפך דמו וישרף גופו 

לולא חסד הבורא שלקח ממנו 

תמורה וכפר הקרבן הזה 

שיהא דמו תחת דמו, נפש  

תחת נפש, וראשי אברי 

הקרבן כנגד ראשי אבריו,  

והמנות להחיות בהן מורי  

 התורה שיתפללו עליו. 
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R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Chumash Masores Harav 

Vayikra P. 15. 

Nachmanides inquired deeply into the idea of sacrifice, 

elevating the concept to a sublime mystical height. The 

requirement to sacrifice flows from the Attribute of 

Judgment (midas hadin).  God demands the human burnt 

offering. The manifestation of God-awesome and all-

powerful-negates a world that is sequestered in the borders 

of otherness and content with the relative and the temporal. 

Din jealously guards the absolute uniqueness of God and 

demands the annulment of finite independent being. God 

will not tolerate the arrogant man.  Man who has become 

alienated from his Creator through a horrifying ontic pride 

must mount the altar of God. The revelation of the Akeidah 

imperative suddenly erupts from the silent twilight of 

transcendence, addressing the guardian who has betrayed 

his task and misappropriated his Master's work. 

Build an altar. Arrange the wood. Kindle the fire. Take the 

knife to slaughter your existence for Me. This is the 

command of the awesome God who suddenly appears out of 

an absolute separation. This approach is the very foundation 

of prayer. Man hands himself over to God. He approaches 

the awesome God, expressing this movement in sacrifice and 

binding of oneself. (Worship of the Heart, pp 162-163) 

 

 

 


