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This series is dedicated by Nathan Kirsh in loving memory of his mother Ruth Kirsh z”l 2”1 12770 N2 7m

Miriam HaNeviah:
3) The Punishment, The Well & The Death of Miriam
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(1) Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had married; for he
had married a Cushite woman.

(2) They said, "Has Hashem indeed spoken only with Moses? Hasn't he spoken also with us?" And
Hashem heard.

(3) Now the man Moses was very humble, above all the men who were on the surface of the earth.

(4) Hashem spoke suddenly to Moses, to Aaron, and to Miriam, "You three come out to the Tent of
Meeting!" The three of them came out.

(5) Hashem came down in a pillar of cloud, and stood at the door of the Tent, and called Aaron and
Miriam; and they both came forward.

(6) He said, "Hear now my words. If there is a prophet among you, | Hashem will make myself known to
him in a vision. | will speak with him in a dream.

(7) My servant Moses is not so. He is faithful in all my house.

(8) With him | will speak mouth to mouth, even plainly, and not in riddles; and he shall see Hashem's
form. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses?"

(9) The anger of Hashem was kindled against them; and he departed.

(10) The cloud departed from over the Tent; and behold, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. Aaron
looked at Miriam, and behold, she was leprous.

(11) Aaron said to Moses, "Oh, my L-d, please don't count this sin against us, in which we have done
foolishly, and in which we have sinned.

(12) Let her not, | pray, be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he comes out of his
mother's womb."
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(13) Moses cried to Hashem, saying, "Heal her, G-d, | beg you!"
(14) Hashem said to Moses, "If her father had but spit in her face, shouldn't she be ashamed seven days?
Let her be shut up outside of the camp seven days, and after that she shall be brought in again."
(15) Miriam was shut up outside of the camp seven days, and the people didn't travel until Miriam was
brought in again.

Who is the Cushite woman?
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The woman in question was Tzipporah who was a Midianite. Midianites were descendants of the
Ishmaelites, nomads, dwelling in tents. We base this on Chabakuk 3,7: "the tents of Cushan, shaken at
the pavilions of the land of Midian." There were no white-skinned people among the Midianites due to
the sun being very hot in that country.
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FOR HE HAD MARRIED A CUSHITE WOMAN: As it is written in Divre ha-yamim de-Moshe rabbenu. Moses
reigned in the land of Cush for forty years and married a certain queen [from there]. He never had
intercourse with her. So it is written there [in that midrashic work]. When they [Miriam and Aaron] spoke
against him, they did not realize that he had never had intercourse with her.
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How did Miriam know that Moses had ceased from marital relations (with his wife Tzipporah)? Seeing
that Tzipporah did not adorn herself as other (married) women did, she asked her for the cause and was
told: "Your brother is not 'particular' about this thing" (intercourse, [being constantly "on call" for the
word of G-d]). Thus Miriam learned of the matter. She apprised Aaron of it and they both spoke of it.

What did they say?
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THAT HE HAD MARRIED A CUSHITE (a beautiful) WOMAN — and had now divorced her.
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“A man from the house of Levi went and took a woman from the house of Levi” Where did he go? Rabbi
Yehuda ben Rabbi Zvina says: he went in the advice of his daughter. What did he do? He took the woman
as his wife, put her on a royal litter, while Miriam and Aaron were dancing in-front of them and the
angels were praising the couple.


https://mg.alhatorah.org/Chavakkuk/3.7
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Chavakkuk/3.7
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Couldn’t Moshe find a wife among the women of Israel?! Why did he marry a non-Jewish woman? Is he
too proud to be speaking face-to-face with G-d that a Hebrew woman is not good enough for him?
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Moshe was so modest and he didn’t wanted any physical relationship, as he viewed it as a low action.
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After Moshe appointed the elders to help him in the leadership of Yisrael, all the people lit candles and
were happy for them. When Miriam saw the candles burning, she asked Tzipporah what is this all about.
Tzipporah told her the story. Miriam said to her: “How nice it is for their wives to see their husbands
becoming important personals in the nation!”. Tzipporah then answered and said to her: “I pity their
wives. Now their husbands will not need any more physical relationship with them.” Miriam asked her:
“How do you know that?” Tzipporah answered: “From your brother. From the moment he has become
holy and spoken with G-d, he doesn’t recognize his own bed...” Since Miriam heard this she sent to
Aaron and told him all of this.

Why does it say “Miriam spoke?”
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She opened the conversation, therefore Scripture mentions her first.
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Miriam spoke. Aaron agreed or was silent. Hence he was also punished

Who was punished?
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Aaron also became leprous, as it is written: “And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she was
leprous” (Numbers 12:10), and it was taught: This teaches that he turned, i.e., he was healed, from his
leprosy, as he too had been afflicted.


https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bemidbar/12.10
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bemidbar/12.10#e1
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After the cloud left the tent, Miriam was found with Tzaraat. This is a sign that only Miriam spoke badly
on Moshe, and Aharon who was silent and didn’t oppose Miriam’s sayings was rebuked.
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R. Yehudah b. Betheira says: He who says that Aaron was stricken (with leprosy) is destined to pay for it.
He who spoke and brought the world into being covered up for him (by not mentioning it explicitly in the

verse) and you would reveal it!
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Miriam had leprosy only when Aaron looked at her, but when he did not she started recovering.

Why was Miriam expelled for a week?
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As lepers are, so that they do not harm others.
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It appears that as a result of Moses' prayer the Tzoraat disappeared at once. G-d decreed that she had to
remain as an outcast. Had this not been so the Torah would have had to add "until she has been cured
from her Tzoraat." It is obvious, therefore, that she had already been cured. This is also the reason the
Torah did not mention the fact that she had been healed at the time it reports that she rejoined the
camp of the Israelites.

Why did the people wait for her?
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This honour the Omnipresent showed her as a reward for the single hour she tarried for Moses' sake
when he was thrown into the river, as it is said, (Exodus 2:4) "And his sister placed herself afar off (i.e.
she waited) [to know what would be done to him]" (Sotah 9b).


https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Shemot/2.4
https://shas.alhatorah.org/#!Sotah/9b
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The cloud [that indicated the beginning of movement] didn’t rise due to the dignity of Moshe that was
harmed. And by that all the people new that this long stop was due to the bad actions of Miriam.
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After Miriam got ill, everyone treated her as a dead person. Even her husband Caleb left her. However,
after she healed, Caleb put Miriam on a royal litter and remarried her. (Compare to source 8)
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Remember what Hashem your G-d did to Miriam by the way as you came forth out of Egypt.
Miriam’s death:
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(1) The children of Israel, even the whole congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first
month. And the people stayed in Kadesh; and Miriam died there and was buried there.
(2) There was no water for the congregation; and they assembled themselves together against Moses
and against Aaron.
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Miriam died on the tenth day of Nisan.
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She, too, as Moses and Aaron, died by a Divine Kiss.
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The well existed due to Miriam’s merit, as it says that after Miriam died the people were thirsty. When
Miriam died, Moshe and Aaron were sitting and mourning her, and the people of Israel were gathering
around them in thirst. G-d told them: “should everyone die in thirst just because you are mourning?!
Rise up, take your rod and water the nation and their cattle!”
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When Mirian died no one eulogized her and no one took care of her burial. Only Moshe and Aaron went
both of them together and took care of her burial.
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In one year three Tzadikkim died: Moshe, Aaron and Miriam...
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Before Moshe was born, Miriam was the prophet. When Moshe was born her prophecy was taken away
from her and was given to Moshe.
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ﬁElT MIDRA;SH ZICHON DOV PRES.EN"i'S"
TANACH IN A DAY

JEWS ano NON-JEWS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2022 - 10:00 AM—4:00 PM
AT YESHIVAT OR CHAIM, 159 ALMORE AVENUE
PLEASE REGISTER AT TORONTOTORAH.COM/HUMANITY

10:00 am 10:30 am 11:00 am 11:30 am
The Arc of Bereishit: The Conversion of Moshe: Between Egypt The Ban on Intermarriage:
Universalism to Particularism Yitro and Ruth and Israel Is It Racist?
IDAN RAKOVSKY RABBI YEHUDA MANN REBBETZIN EMMA TAYLOR RABBI MORDECHAI TORCZYNER
12:00 pm Lunch & Learn 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
Battlefield Ethics with Rabbi Yehuda Mann :
Free of charge, but registration is required. Jews and Non-Jews in the The Wolf and the Lamb,
Register at torontotorah.com/humanity. Book of Yehoshua Russia and Ukraine
Lunch is dedicated by Nathan Kirsh in honour of the Rosh Beit Midrash, Sganim RABBI STEVEN GOTLIB IDAN RAKOVSKY
and Avreichim, for berachah and hatzlachah in their learning and teaching
2:00 pm 2:30 pm 3:00 pm 3:30 pm
Tyre: Yonah, Nachum and Yechezkel: Jews, Iyov:
Friend or Foe? Nineveh Non-Jews and Olam HaBa Jew or Non-Jew?
RABBI MORDECHAI TORCZYNER MS. MIRIAM BESSIN RABBI STEVEN GOTLIB RABBI MORDECHAI TORCZYNER

Classes simulcast on YouTube.com/TorontoTorah
Dedication Opportunities Available: $180/class | Non-Sponsorship Donations Welcome
Please join us for a light breakfast at 9:30 am | For more details, to sponsor or donate:
www.torontotorah.com/humanity or contact Aya at aya@torontotorah.com or 416-630-6772 x 270

DEDICATED BY SARENA AND DAVID KOSCHITZKY IN MEMORY OF RIVA KOSCHITZKY Z”L
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BEIT MIDRASH ZICHRON DOV & SHAAREI SHOMAYIM

MIDRESHET YOM RISHON
SUNDAY MORNING LEARNING

FOR WOMEN

SUN. JANUARY 15T 10:00 - 11:20 AM
SHAAREI SHOMAYIM CONGREGATION
470 GLENCAIRN AVE.,

REGISTER AT TORONTOTORAH,.COM/MYR

WAS MOSHE BORN A LEADER?

IDAN RAKOVSKY
AVREICH, BEIT MIDRASH ZICHRON Dov
RABBINIC ASSISTANT, SHAAREI TEFILLAH

WHY DID MOSHE REFUSE?

PRIELLE RAKOVSKY
EDUCATOR, BNEI AKIVA SCHOOLS

DEDICATED BY DOV AND JANE GOLDBERG,
WITH THANKS FOR ALL THE GREAT SHIURIM! 2
OPEN TO ALL WOMEN, FREE OF CHARGE w
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED i
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