Called to War: From Shepherd to Warrior
1. Vilna Gaon, Chabakuk
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“The people have heard, they tremble; pangs have taken hold of on the inhabitants of Philistia. Then were the chiefs of
Edom afraid, the mighty men of Moab were all taken by trembling; all the inhabitants of Canaan are melted away.”
(Exodus 15:14-15). These three nations — the Philistines, Edom and Moab — are the three primary tormentors of Israel.
They are not merely antagonistic neighboring countries, but fundamentally antagonistic to the people of Israel
themselves. Moab from the east, Edom from the south, and the Philistines from the west. These nations represent three
kinds of opposition to the Israel. Moab is the father of impurity with which the nations make Israel impure —through the
daughters of Moab at Shittim. Edom is the father of damaging the nation of Israel — through physical harm and
monetary damage. And the Philistines tormented the people of Israel greatly and did not allow them to set up an
independent government in the Land of Israel. The Philistines did not tempt the people with idolatry or tempt them with
illicit relations. Their entire goal was to oppose Israelite sovereignty in the Land of Israel.
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8 And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said
unto them: 'Why do ye come out to set your battle in array? am
not | a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for
you, and let him come down to me.

9 If he be able to fight with me, and kill me, then will we be your
servants; but if | prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye
be our servants, and serve us.'

10 And the Philistine said: 'l do taunt the armies of Israel this
day; give me a man, that we may fight together.'

11 And when Saul and all Israel heard those words of the
Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. {P}
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16 And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and
presented himself forty days.

. Yeshayahu 48:4
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And the Philistine drew near morning and evening. R. Johanan said: To make them omit the recital of the Shema’
morning and evening. And presented himself forty days. R. Johanan said: [The period] corresponds to the forty days
in which the Torah was given.
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YYD MIT-NN ,INTYI-DI) DINY YWY NP 11 And when Saul and all Israel heard those words of the
JIND ARIPNN ﬂbN‘l Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.

11. Rav Zvi Thau, Le’emunat Iteinu 144

J210 HNAWY Nt LAty MNSYN INPIX X 719 MNON NN Nt ,ONTY Xon”
AT AWUR Y NN IR TN ¥l BV 1Y VR ARV AW X narwy”

SIIRDR MRYN IR DY o —

"2y nYT 2”3 1R TR LPIRT 22 i ia

DR TABT OXTTRA 0T ™7 1mn YUt TR A0 NPT OYR [ MDwl RN

TIORR” vy Mebyna 1951 ,MnT aneRYY ovM ALY -

"AM232 TR MWD

ume avbn® 0w m abwa Yk v ont1maa AXZmIT AmMan Amomn
2P Yanb pOM AT MY O3 PR NTI0MW TON PRI T TR

12. Shmuel |, 17:12-20

DNY MY ,MD ONION VN2 TIT) 2?
VIR ; D’J:l MmNy 151 OV DV NI
.DOVIND NPT, bm\v k]

120N--DYPTIN Y- NYOY 10N M
"3 n\vb\v D\m ; NN9NY SINY- -INN
'n::n Jwbx---mnbm 1:>b-1 'wm
Y ’\’.J?\{J?] 2 ATPIAN MY

/DT, NYOVY ;YORD NI, MTY P
DINYOINN 1091

-NN NIYIZ ,0INY DYn ,aV) 720 TIT) 0
DN-13 1IN INY

AT 279D) DY PNYYID U 10
.DY DYIAIN

TONY NI-NP 12 TITY OW NN D
;TN onb -n\vm M wbv'u NN
T’DB? ,MNBD NI

,NO2N ,NIND 2207 O8I0 NIYY XY N
m‘:\vb TPOR PON-NNY ; PIND-TYY
NPT DNIY-NN)

P0Yya NI ¥IN-D2) NNNY DINY) V)
omwbs -0y omnbz 772*{”!

-DY INND-NN YD) 97922 T)T DY 5
,ND2Y W ININ TWWND 7921 N Y
w‘m nowm bN NI 9N -1‘:»»3-1
ﬂpo?mg

L0700 1732 DR

12 Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem in
Judah, whose name was Jesse; and he had eight sons; and the
man was an old man in the days of Saul, stricken in years
among men.

13 And the three eldest sons of Jesse had gone after Saul to the
battle; and the names of his three sons that went to the battle
were Eliab the first-born, and next unto him Abinadab, and the
third Shammah.

14 And David was the youngest; and the three eldest followed
Saul.

15 Now David went to and fro from Saul to feed his father's
sheep at Beth-lehem.--

16 And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and
presented himself forty days.

17 And Jesse said unto David his son: 'Take now for thy
brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten loaves,
and carry them quickly to the camp to thy brethren.

18 And bring these ten cheeses unto the captain of their
thousand, and to thy brethren shalt thou bring greetings, and
take their pledge;

19 now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, are in the vale
of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.'

20 And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep
with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded
him; and he came to the barricade, as the host which was going
forth to the fight shouted for the battle.
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15. Bereishit 37:13-14
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16. Rashi, Bereishit 37:14

NIWY7 D27 DR X7 N1 725 DVIEATINEY 70 D T 2IRY

13 And Israel said unto Joseph: ‘Do not thy brethren feed the flock in
Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them.” And he said to him:
'Here am ./

14 And he said to him: '‘Go now, see whether it is well with thy
brethren, and well with the flock; and bring me back word.” So he sent
him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.
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But is not Hebron on a mountain? It is stated:

o e (2

“And they ascended in the south, and he came as far as Hebron”

(Num. 13:22). But [it is to be understood that he sent him] from the deep counsel of the righteous man who is
buried in Hebron (i.e., Abraham), to fulfill what was said to Abraham between the parts (Gen. 15:13). [From Gen.

Rabbah 84:13]
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4 Howbeit the LORD, the God of Israel, chose me out of all the house
of my father to be king over Israel for ever; for He hath chosen Judah
to be prince, and in the house of Judah, the house of my father, and
among the sons of my father He took pleasure in me to make me king
over all Israel;

21 And Israel and the Philistines put the battle in array, army against
army.

22 And David left his baggage in the hand of the keeper of the
baggage, and ran to the army, and came and greeted his brethren.

23 And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion,
the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the ranks of the
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19. Malbim, Shmuel I, 17:28

Philistines, and spoke according to the same words; and David heard
them.

24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him,
and were sore afraid.

25 And the men of Israel said: 'Have ye seen this man that is come up?
surely to taunt Israel is he come up; and it shall be, that the man who
kills him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him
his daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel.'

26 And David spoke to the men that stood by him, saying: 'What shall
be done to the man that kills this Philistine, and removes the disgrace
from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should
have taunted the armies of the living God?"

27 And the people answered him after this manner, saying: 'So shall it
be done to the man that kills him."'

28 And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke unto the men;
and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said: 'Why art
thou come down? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in
the wilderness? | know thy presumptuousness, and the naughtiness of
thy heart; for thou art come down that you might see the battle.’

29 And David said: 'What have | now done? Was it not but a word?'

30 And he turned away from him toward another, and spoke after the
same manner; and the people answered him after the former manner.
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23. Menachem Begin, December 21, 1981

Following is a transcript of Prime Minister Menachem Begin's statement to the United States Ambassador, Samuel W.
Lewis, as read today by Cabinet Secretary Aryeh Naor and translated from the Hebrew by The New York Times:

Over the last six months, the United States Government has punished Israel three times. On the seventh of June we
destroyed the nuclear reactor Osirak near Baghdad. And | don't want to tell you today from whom we received the
information that this reactor was about to produce atomic bombs. We did not doubt it. Therefore our action was one of
rescue, an act of national self-defense in the highest sense of the term. We saved the lives of hundreds of thousands of
citizens, among them tens of thousands of children.

Nevertheless, you announced that you were punishing us, and you breached a signed contract that included dates of
deliveries of aircraft.

You don't have the right, from a moral perspective, to preach to us regarding civilian loss of life. We have read the
history of World War Il, and we know what happened to civilians when you took action against the enemy. We have also
read the history of the Vietnam War, and your concept of ""body counts." We always make efforts to prevent casualties
among civilians, but sometimes this is unavoidable, as happened in the bombing of the P.L.O. headquarters.
Nevertheless, you punished us, and you suspended the delivery of F-15's...

What kind of talk is this, ""punishing Israel?" Are we a vassal state of yours? Are we a banana republic? Are we 14-year-
olds who, if we misbehave, we get our wrists slapped? ... You are trying to make Israel a hostage to the memorandum of
understanding... The people of Israel have lived 3,700 years without a memorandum of understanding with America and
will continue to live without it another 3,700 years. In our eyes, it is a cancellation of the memorandum.
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31 And when the words were heard which David spoke, they
rehearsed them before Saul; and he was taken to him.

32 And David said to Saul: 'Let no man's heart fail within him; thy
servant will go and fight with this Philistine."'

33 And Saul said to David: 'Thou art not able to go against this
Philistine to fight with him; for thou art but a youth, and he a man
of war from his youth.'

34 And David said unto Saul: 'Thy servant kept his father's sheep;
and when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb out of the
flock,

35 | went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his
mouth; and when he arose against me, | caught him by his beard,
and smote him, and slew him.

36 Thy servant smote both the lion and the bear; and this
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath
taunted the armies of the living God.'

37 And David said: 'The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of
the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver me out of
the hand of this Philistine.' And Saul said unto David: 'Go, and the
LORD shall be with thee.'

38 And Saul clad David with his apparel, and he put a helmet of
brass upon his head, and he clad him with a coat of mail.

39 And David girded his sword upon his apparel, and he essayed to
gol, but could not]; for he had not tried it. And David said unto Saul:
'| cannot go with these; for | have not tried them.' And David put
them off him.
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26. Shmuel I, 4:12

TPV N2 ,N2WNDN 192)2-¥ON XN 2% 12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and came
-2y NRTNY ,DYWIR VI i NIND D2 o Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and with earth
YN ypon his head.

27. Midrash Shmuel 11:1
ROYYIp 1Y RN 013 mbey X271 I9IYRNN PPR72 YR P
bR 177 - TR 7Y ARIN

IR BIRD 79 Y0 DUww MK (M2 10,1337 R0 ) "% 9

mba T BLM Tom mmbn awIw YRw) %7 39983 .07
X2

28. Shmuel |, 18:4
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