Tzizit, Techelet, Tefillin — How many Mitzvot?

e The Gemara on 37b (commenting on the Mishna) deals with the question of whether the 4 tzitzit are counted as a single
mitzvah or 4. On 38a, the Gemara asks similar questions about Techelet and Lavan (the blue and white of the tzitzit) and
the two Tefillin. What does it means for these to be a single mitzvah or a multiple? What does it mean in the Gemara?
Might it have meant something else?

e The source below is the Rambam’s Shoresh to the Sefer HaMitzvot. There he explains the principles for counting
mitzvot. Shoresh 11 deals with how one counts components of a mitzvah. The Maaseh Nissim is a record of questions
asked by R. Natan HaBavli to R. Avraham ben HaRambam. This Teshuva is about this Shoresh. What is the Rambam’s
rule and try to use it for the three cases under discussion.

e How does the Ktav VeHakabbala understand the proof for this in the pesukim?
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Specifically in the Context of Tzitzit, what is strange about the Gemara?
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