
5777 Haggadah Cheat Sheet 
Naphtali Lavenda 

1. Cleaning for Pesach: (from R’ Biderman Haggadah) 
a. Story of R’ Shimshon Aharon Polonsky and getting the whole family involved in cleaning 
b. R’  Biderman – Why Rasha asks his question at Pesach? Cleaning and preparing with joy 

2. Yachatz 
a. Why split matzah? First time word Yachatz appears in Torah. To show us a part of the 

Jewish people will always survive. (R’ Berel Wein Haggadah) 
ד' בניםברוך המקום... .3  

a. Why say Echad in front of each child? And before that why need say Baruch 4 times? 
Recognizing the uniqueness of every child (R’ Berel Wein Haggadah).  

b. Potential to be like Moshe (Rambam), Safek Gadol Hador (Chazon Ish), “Watering” our 
children (R’ Chaim Brisker) (R’ Biderman Haggadah), If positive reinforcement was rain 
this world would be a desert. 

c. Before 4 sons need reinforcement on importance of giving praise to others (NL) 
כן ירבה –פן ירבה  .4  

a. Paroh says enslave the jews, פן, lest they rise against us. Rashi – Hashem says, you Paroh 
say פן and I say  כן ירבה. Rav Biderman explains deeper meaning – power of certainty over 
doubt. (R’ Biderman - Vayigash) 

5. Makkos 
a. Rosh – Why didn’t Dasan and Aviram die in choshech? Shows they had strong Emunah (R’ 

Biderman Bo) 
6. Dayeinu 

a. How is going to Har Sinai and not getting Torah helpful?! V’ahavta Lreiacha Kamocha is 
whole Torah. But also shows Importance of unity (R’ Berel Wein Haggadah) 

b. Sfas Emes – we’ve said before on והיא שעמדה that  שלא אחד means goyim rise against us 
when we are not Echad.  

7. Matzah 
a. 3 stages of matzah making (kneading, baking, krimat panim) = 3 stages of persons life 

(early childhood, teenage, adult). Importance of shmira of our children too (R’ Soloveitchik 
in Night that Unites Haggadah) 

8. Karpas- Tasting the tears so we internalize and they leave impression (R’ Shlom Carlebach 
ibid.) 

a. Story of Ponevezher Rav crying and the baaal teshuva (R’ Biderman Vayechi) 
 opening door – שפוך חמתך .9

a. Leil Shimurim (Rama) 
b. Eliyahu (Maharil – Torah Shleima Haggadah) 
c. No going out of house while eating Korbon Pesach (R’ Shmuel Rozovsky) 
d. Check for Christian blood or dead child to prevent pogroms  
e. Make sure no govt official listening to hear us say bad things before saying shfoch 

chamascha (Torah Shleima Haggadah) 
f. Keep it closed! מנהג לוב -ימי ההסגר  – Minhagei Yisrael vol 6 

10. Hallel/ Nirtzah – “Memorable moments” at the seder night.  
“Peak-End” Rule of psychologists. Explains why do things to engage children throughout seder 
and end seder on high note. Disney example. (Making Moments Count – Chip and Dan Heath) 
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