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Class # 13 -  Parshat Shemot: Pharoh versus Hitler
Advanced Fellowship Parsha Class - Sponsored in memory of Alice Toby Barbanel Z”l
Rabbi Pinny Rosenthal 

[bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2Iazwru7yE
1. What is the Nazi narrative about the Jewish history?
2. What is effective about their story?
3. What is the “rat” analogy?


Slavery begins…
1:5The [original] number of Jacob's direct descendants, including Joseph who was in Egypt, was seventy. 1:6 Joseph, his brothers, and [everyone else in] that generation died. 1:7 The Israelites were fertile and prolific, and their population increased. They became so numerous that the land was filled with them.

The New Order
1:8 A new king who did not know of Joseph, came into power over Egypt. 1:9 He announced to his people, 'The Israelites are becoming too numerous and strong for us. 1:10 We must deal wisely with them. Otherwise, they may increase so much, that if there is war, they will join our enemies and fight against us, driving [us] from the land.' 1:11 [The Egyptians] appointed tax officers over [the Israelites] to crush their spirits with hard labor. [The Israelites] were to build up the cities of Pithom and Ra'amses as supply centers for Pharaoh. 1:12 But the more [the Egyptians] oppressed them, the more [the Israelites] proliferated and spread. [The Egyptians] came to dread the Israelites. 1:13 The Egyptians started to make the Israelites do labor designated to break their bodies. 1:14 They made the lives of [the Israelites] miserable with harsh labor involving mortar and bricks, as well as all kinds of work in the field. All the work they made them do was intended to break them. 1:15 The king of Egypt spoke to the [chief] Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shifra and Puah. 1:16 He said, 'When you deliver Hebrew women, you must look carefully at the birthstool. If [the infant] is a boy, kill it; but if it is a girl, let it live.' 1:17 The midwives feared God, and did not do as the Egyptian king had ordered them. They allowed the infant boys to live. 1:18 The king of Egypt summoned the midwives and demanded, 'Why did you do this? You let the infant boys live!' 1:19 'The Hebrew women are not like the Egyptians,' replied the midwives to Pharaoh. 'They know how to deliver. They can give birth before a midwife even gets to them.' 1:20 God was good to the midwives, and the people increased and became very numerous. 1:21 Because the midwives feared God, He gave them great families [of their own]. 1:22 Pharaoh then gave orders to all his people: 'Every boy who is born must be cast into the Nile, but every girl shall be allowed to live.'

1. What is the pretext for enslaving the Jews?
2. How does that differ from the Nazis?
3. What problem did Pharoh need to overcome?
4. What were the four stages of the slavery?




The Ramban’s approach to understanding the descent into slavery
{Nachmanides 1194-1270} was a leading medieval Jewish scholar, Sephardic rabbi, philosopher, physician, kabbalist, and biblical commentator.
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10. 15 3N 727 - COME, LET US BE CUNNING WITH [THAT PEOPLE]

[If Pharaoh really felt threatened by the nation of Israel, why did he not simply annihilate them?
Ramban analyzes Pharaoh’s behavior:]
onisaY vyyi mam nyae X7 85 — Pharaoh and the wise men who served as his advisers did not
see fit to strike [the Israelites] down, i.e., to openly attack them,  man niaab n%im) T3 MR 3
JIWRAT 7990 NI¥H3 YIRD 183 WK 0y — for it would have been a great act of treachery to strike
down for no reason the people who had come to settle in the land by command of the previous
king.  m13 onn niwyy 79mY mwn unr XS yaxg oy o) — Furthermore, the populace of Egypt
would not have given the king permission to commit such an injustice, yymn mi omay » —
for he was, after all, consulting with them about this matter.'*  »mixyy 277 oy Hxnt? 12 1 oxy
911y mann omay wyn — Moreover, the Children of Israel were a numerous and strong people
(v. 9), and would undoubtedly wage a great war against [the Egyptians] if the Egyptians tried to
kill them outright.  mmam 777 Wwymw My Yax — Rather, instead of killing them, he said to his
people that they should act with cunning, D2 YWy n2K3 3 S W 5w — so that the
people of Israel should not realize that [the Egyptians] were aicting toward them with
enmity.  bn 072 v 139 — Therefore he initially merely levied on them a conscription of
:gal{ore{s (v. 11). 7797 o1 M5Y? Y163 B3 77723 — For it is, after all, normal for strangers
-:,::,nwg;:::u- g_lV:Isl ;(:::itz et:i) suxéply a cox}serlptlon of laborers to the king of that country, i3
; Ja Naw y Scripture in regard to Solomon (II Chronicles 2:16-17).15
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rather, he said to the Egyptian people that whenever any one of them would find a little
Jewish boy, he should throw him into the River;® v~y 1t x 1% 79mb =om nax oy oxy
Mapd 12 TWYN 01y X2 — and if the murdered boy’s father would complain to thé'king' or to the
official in charge of the city, they would profess outrage and tell him to bring witnesses to the
murder so that he could take vengeance against [the perpetrator].®  5n1 nywn mann “wxo
- And then, once the king’s “strap was loosened,”®  ni»%2 oy m01an mnan mwsma omyna ¥
own DrT9n1 DIXIYINY 0Mainm — the Egyptians® began to search Israelite houses, entering them
at night’in concealment?? and removing the little boys from ther-e. Ty 173 RO mxi '?;_: 122
“poyn — This is why it is stated, She could not hide him any longer (below, 2:3).
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Dipyn QMY T TAYY NN — It would appear, though, that this situation persisted for only a
reiatively short time. : '.-111;:\3 ann &5 PIN n193 '3 — For when Aaron was born, three years
before Moses, the decree was not yet in force,2t LIV XA AWN “51w: — and it apparently
became abolished shortly after Moses was born.2> And why did the decree become abolished
at this point? 12 Awy? KW max’ mmK oy m9nna nynp na 'k — Perhaps Pharaoh’s daughter,
in her compassion for [Moses], told her father that he should not do so, i.e., kill the Israelite
babies, any longer.  inix bva 1371 MW Jonn NXR M3 YWl MWK N - Alternatively, when it
was heard, i.e., it became known, to the Israelites that the idea to kill the Israelite children
originated with the king, he abolished it.** 112725 DiiNaY N1 M3 DNAVINT D by MY ix
_ Alternatively, it was in accordance with the information told to Pharaoh by the astrologers, as
our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Shemos Rabbah 1:24; Sotah 19b).2”7 Whatever the reason for
the abolition of the decree at that point, Ramban concludes:  ©RRT Y17 XYW omby nmanna Yo 3
— For everything Pharaoh did was in the realm of “being cunning” with [the Israelites], so that
the injustice being perpetrated would not become known to them, lest they fight back against the
Egyptians.

[Ramban brings support for his assertion that Pharaoh acted with cunning and deceit toward the
Israelites:]
/DT 30 DY PTRY WY V1D WYI WP DX DOWRAT WK M1 mwnY DMRIRG KR oYY an -
This is the explanation of the statement of those who said to Moses, “For you have made our
very scent abhorrent in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of his servants, to place a sword in
their hands to murder us!” (below, 5:21).25  1NIX ONXIW2 1DV QY 12 — They meant to say that
now [the Egyptians] will increase their hatred of us  m%03 BTN WX 13 MYV RN — and
use as an excuse the accusation that we are rebelling against the government; umx nm
mana niy? Ty Py x% bam b 27ma - and they will now kill us “with a sword,” i.e., attack
us in plain view, without needing to do so any longer by subterfuge.

O {At Leviticus 14:43, Ramban explains the root qo” (of nom).}
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