Drinking on Purim: A Case Study on the Role of Narrative and History in Psak
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Narrative: Support, Reject, or Modify?
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Aurbach Edition (There is much controversy about the authenticity of this edition.)
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The Role of History: A Different Way of Looking at the Opinions

Rashi is also well-known as a posek (decider). A number of halachic anthologies, some published and some yet in manuscript,
originated in Rashi's yeshiva. These works are known as Sifrei DeVei Rashi ("the works of Rashi's school"), and were taken
from the collection of Rashi's writings and teachings prepared by R. Shemayah of Vitry (Rashi's secretary) and other students

of Rashi; consequently, large portions of each of these works are similar.
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SEFER HA-ESHKOL

R. Abraham ben Isaac of Narbonne (southern France) was born in Narbonne ca. 1085, where he died in the beginning of
1158. In his youth he studied for many years in Barcelona, Spain, with R. Judah ben Barzillai, the author of Sefer Ha-Ittim. He
later returned to Narbonne, where he was appointed rabbi and where he established an important yeshiva. His most renowned
pupil was R. Abraham ben David of Posquieres (author of hassagot on Rambam), who later became his son-in-law. (Since
these two scholars have the same acronym, Rabad, they are occasionally confused.) R. Abraham's Sefer Ha-Eshkol is a version
of R. Judah ben Barzillai's great work Sefer Ha-Ittim.

Baal HaMaor
R. Zerachyah Ha-Levi was born in Gerona ca. 1130, where he died ca. 1186. In his youth he moved to Provence and studied
under R. Avraham ben R. Yitzchac Av Beit Din, also known as Ra'avad II, with R. Avraham ben David (Ra'avad III, author of

the famous glosses on the Rambam, and the son-in-law of Ra'avad II).
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R. Menachem ben Shlomo Meiri was born in 1249 and died in 1315, and was one the leading rabbis in southern France
(Provence).
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Rabbenu Yerucham was born in Provence toward the end of the thirteenth century.
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SEFER HA-MINHAGOT

The author of Sefer Ha-Minhagot, R. Asher ben Saul of Lunel (not to be confused with his contemporary, R. Asher ben

Shalom), lived in southern France during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.
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The author of the Kol Bo was apparently R. Aharon ben R. Jacob ha-Cohen of Narbonne, France (sometimes mistakenly
identified as R. Aaron of Lunel). He lived in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries and spent some time in Spain.:
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MEIR BEN SIMEON OF NARBONNE:

Talmudist and controversialist; lived at Narbonne in the second half of the thirteenth century
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SEFER HAMANHIG

R. Abraham ben R. Nathan was born in Lunel, Provence, c. 1155. Ra'avan HaYarchi (so named to diffrentiate from R. Eliezer
ben R. Nathan of Germany) was born to a many-branched rabbinical family and was a relative and student of R. Isaac ben R.
Abba Mari of Marseilles (author of the Ittur). He studied Torah under R. Abraham ben David of Posquieres (author of the



well-known glosses on Maimonides's Mishneh Torah), and R. Isaac ben R. Samuel the Elder (Ri HaZaken, a Tosafist), as well
as other Torah giants of his generation.

Concluding Points:

e This minhag seems to also have developed in later Spanish Rishonim — it is found in Ran, Ohel Moed, Avudraham
(sort of ), Tzror HaChaim and Nimukei Yosef
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R. Joseph Haviva (ibn Haviva) was apparently born in Saragossa, Spain, c. 1340, and was a scion of great Spanish
rabbinical families, studying under R. Nissim (R"an) and after his death, under R. Hisdai Crescas. He lived in
Barcelona and died c. 1420,
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OHEL MO'ED:R. Samuel b"t Meshullam Yerundi was botn in Gerona, Spain, in 1335.
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Rabbi Nissim ben Reuven of Gerona was born in Barcelona in 1320, and died in 1380.
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R. David ben R. Yosef Abudraham lived in Spain during the thirteenth century.
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Alex Tsykin has shown that many of the customs of Provence are also found in Italy.
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SHIBBOLEI HA-LEKET" R. Zedakiah ben R. Avraham Ha-Rofe of the Anavim family was born in Rome ca. 1210.




